
Hardwick Parish Council 

Police Report April 2016 

Period 16 May 2015 to 4 May 2016 

 

 

For the period shown there have been 1866 incidents for the ward and 258 reported 

within Hardwick, this compares with 1809 incidents for the ward and 295 for 

Hardwick during 2014 to 2015 

In respect of crimes, there have been 392 crimes reported for the ward with 67 in 

Hardwick, this compares with 319 crimes in the ward and 51 in Hardwick during 

2014 to 2015 

The Police Contact point operates roughly on a fortnightly basis, the next dates in 

are Monday 9th and Tuesday 24th May where security advice is available along with 

battery powered shed alarms for £8, window alarms for £2 and we are also offering 

“Smart water”, this is an invisible liquid to the naked eye put on your valuable items, 

but it glows under ultra violet light, this product is available for £10.  

With the recent rise in theft from vehicles we would encourage you to mark your 

property either with the Smart water or with Cremark paint and lacquer system. 

 

I apologize for not attending this meeting, however I am on study leave and will 

return on 1st June 2016 

 

 

 



Hardwick Annual Parish Meeting 

Report for the 2015/16 year by the Chairman of Hardwick Parish Council 

 

It is customary and proper to start my report by thanking those individuals and organisations who 

have contributed to the village in the past year. 

I thank my fellow councillors all of whom give freely of their time to serve on the Parish Council. I am 

sure it would surprise the public if they knew of the amount of time and commitment your 

councillors put in vetting planning applications, inspecting play areas, writing reports and attending 

council meetings where difficult and sometimes unpopular decisions have to be made.  Special 

thanks are due to Tony Gill and Pauline Joslin.  Tony and Pauline were unsuccessful in the May 2015 

elections but still they offered to continue providing valuable help to the Council on matters 

concerning planning, trees and paths.  Such was their dedication that the Council had no hesitation 

in co-opting them onto the Council when vacancies arose through resignations. 

Special thanks also to our Vice Chairman Jim Stewart and to our District Councillor Grenville 

Chamberlain for their much appreciated advice to your rather inexperienced Chairman and to 

Martin Cassey for volunteering to lead the Village Plan Group. 

The Parish Council could not function without the help of Gail Stoehr, our Parish Clerk, and her team 

and they are helped in publicising what goes on in the village by our webmaster Robert Cassey and 

by the Hardwick Happenings team headed by the new editorial team of Peter Cornwell and Howard 

Baker. 

Last but not least thanks to all those volunteers who give of their time to organise clubs and other 

organisations, manage local football and cricket teams etc. for the benefit of all in the village.  You 

know who you are, be proud of what you do, and if the Parish Council can help you then let us know. 

A428 Developments 

There are ongoing proposals to build further major housing developments along the A428 e.g. at 

Bourn Airfield and by extending Cambourne. The Local Plan for South Cambridgeshire was referred 

back to our District Council [SCDC] by the Inspector so our District Council is currently without an 

approved Plan. (As an aside this is causing problems for our planners due to a large number of 

speculative developments.)  SCDC has made small modifications to their Local Plan and resubmitted 

it but it still includes proposals for major developments along the A428.   

Hardwick Parish Council is a member of the Coalition of Parish Councils which comprises 19 local 

Parish Councils adjoining or near to the A428.  The Coalition was formed to make known the views of 

local parish councils to the proposed developments and it has responded on consultations for the 

modified Local Plan. 

In summary the Coalition position, which Hardwick Parish Council voted to support,  is that the 

proposed major housing developments in the A428 corridor are unsustainable (as defined by SCDC’s 

own policies) because there are no major employment opportunities where they are being built 

which means unsustainable traffic on our local roads.  The new large centres of employment include 

the Cambridge University West Campus and the Cambridge Biomedical Campus (Addenbrookes) 

both built on green belt land.  The Coalition argues that the major housing developments should be 

built closer to these areas of employment on the urban fringe of Cambridge, possibly on the 



Cambridge green belt, rather than in the A428 corridor on “our green belt”.  The Coalition believes 

that the City Deal on transport does not alter the unsustainable nature of the proposals. 

City Deal – Cambourne to Cambridge improved bus services 

Even without further development along the A428 it is evident that improved public transport 

services will be needed to ease congestion on the routes into Cambridge.  The Government has 

pledged funding to finance improved public transport on the route from Cambourne to Cambridge.  

Hardwick looks set to benefit from any such improvements lying midway along this route.  The 

proposals are currently for dedicated bus routes.  One such option would go along the southern 

edge of Hardwick but it appears more likely that any such bus route would go alongside the A428 or 

along St Neots Road.  Hardwick Parish Council decided during the year not to make a submission to 

the consultations but instead decided to persuade residents to attend the local exhibitions and 

submit their individual responses to the consultations. 

Potential housing developments in Hardwick 

Two developers intend to make planning applications in the coming months to build houses in 

Hardwick. 

Circle Housing are looking to build about 185 houses off St Neots Road and Hill seek to build about 

100 houses off Grace Crescent.   

The Parish Council and residents will be asked by SCDC for their views and comments only when a 

planning application is made.  Until then it is only speculation as to what an application might 

contain and the Parish Council does not make any decisions in advance of such application. 

However both developers will have to meet planning obligations for any application to be approved 

and they have consulted on several occasions with myself, Jim Stewart and Grenville Chamberlain 

among others as to the nature of existing facilities in the village and how these might need to be 

improved to cater for an additional population should an application be approved. 

Such facilities include provision of health services, provision of education services, play areas, 

recreation facilities, allotments, library facilities, highways, transport and finally community facilities. 

I provided a summary of the consultations to the Parish Council in February which provides further 

details and which can be found on the village website in the meeting papers for the February Parish 

Council meeting. 

In addition the Parish Council commissioned a small survey in the village to gauge the general feeling 

towards the St Neots Road development in particular and to provide some feedback as to the 

facilities lacking in the village. The survey results are also available on the village website – see news 

item for 21 October 2015. 

Village Plan 

The Parish Council endorsed the concept of developing a Village Plan in August 2015.  Martin Cassey 

leads the Village Plan Steering Committee and will address the meeting tonight with an update.  We 

need the village to think about what it wants for the community and to have this documented in the 

form of a plan to guide the Parish Council on matters such as those described above.  Please can 

residents do what they can to support this project and the excellent work that Martin Cassey and his 

team are doing. 

 



Website http://www.hardwick-cambs.org.uk/ 

The village has had a website for many years and was one of the first village to have one thanks to 

former resident Andy Smith.  But without a webmaster the site became out of date and irrelevant.  

We are most fortunate that Robert Cassey agreed to become the new village webmaster.  He has 

redesigned the site to make it easier to use and he adds new features and news items on a regular 

basis and he will give an update tonight. 

Hundreds of users access the website each month so we can see what a successful project this has 

been. It has been helped in no small part by the existence of the Hardwick Facebook page founded 

and administered by Nicola Ellender.  If I want to draw people’s attention to items on the website I 

shamelessly use Facebook to do so knowing it reaches so many.  Thank you Nicola for your initiative. 

Hardwick Happenings 

Our village magazine has been through difficult times over the past couple of years but has been 

reinvigorated thanks to Peter Cornwell, Howard Baker and their team. 

The magazine is financed, published and, in theory, run by the Parish Council but in practice the 

magazine is dependant on volunteers. The Parish Council intends to continue providing financial help 

if this is needed but otherwise the Hardwick Happenings team believe that they could operate more 

effectively by being independent and the Parish Council is pleased to support this transition. 

Burnt out building St Neots Road/ Cambridge Road junction 

At last a formal process has begun which will lead to the demolition of the unsightly and dangerous 

burnt out building at the junction of St Neots Road and Cambridge Road. Grenville Chamberlain, our 

District Councillor has been instrumental in moving this forward and will give an update tonight. 

Cahills Corner improvement 

After several decades of concerns over the safety of a narrow footpath round a blind bend work has 

been completed to widen the footpath and improve visibility.   

The work was commissioned and paid for by the Parish Council as the County Council, pleading 

poverty, refused to make the improvements needed.  The quality of the work carried out has drawn 

much praise from within the village. 

The Parish Council had set aside £50,000 for improvement works and expects the final cost to be 

around £28,000.  Of the savings the Parish Council agreed to make a further transfer of £3,000 

towards a new scout hut fund and to use £7,000 to reduce the amount of precept requested for 

2016/17.  The rest goes to increase our reserves. 

Yellow lines in three locations in the village 

This was a difficult decision for the Parish Council in balancing the views of affected residents with 

safety concerns. The majority of the Parish Council voted in favour of the safety concerns.  The 

yellow lines have been installed and the Parish Council hopes that the inconvenience to some 

residents is not as great as they feared. 

  



Some other achievements in 2014/15 

Support for play park survey 

Agreement of a three year maintenance programme for the recreation field 

Responses to about 30 planning applications 

Parish Precept for 2016/17 

As residents may have noticed the amount of money requested by Hardwick Parish Council through 

Council Tax has reduced this year.  This is because some of the savings made on the Cahills Corner 

project have been returned to the tax payer. 

The amount requested for 2016/17 is £47,580 of which about half is spent on maintenance of 

recreation fields and play areas and other repairs of public assets. 

Steve Rose 

Chairman, Hardwick Parish Council 

16th May 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report: Summary of activities of Hardwick Evangelical Church for Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Hardwick Evangelical Church work in a variety of ways to help people “love God and love their 

neighbour.  Most of the people involved in the church live in Hardwick but some come from 

Caldecote and other nearby villages.  About 40 of us meet in the school most weeks for our regular 

Sunday morning church service, with more attending on special services.  On the 3rd Sunday 

afternoon of most months we host Messy Church which has grown steadily to 50+ attending, and 

over half of those are not regular attenders at weekly services.  There are a range of small groups 

that meet mid-week to encourage people in their Christian faith and provide practical support for 

each other.  We also collaborate with St Mary’s and other community groups to facilitate a range of 

things including: Pippins, Hardwick Youth Club, a monthly service at Gracefields Care Home, building 

the Nativity Scene on the outside the school (over 100 people came to sing carols on Christmas Eve), 

Wednesday Club, WCCYM (youth work across villages and in Comberton and Cambourne Village 

Colleges), and helping individuals in the community.   



Hardwick Annual Parish Meeting  

On  

Tuesday May 17th 2016 

 

Hardwick Community Association  

 

Hardwick Community Association has been in existence since 1979 and 

represents the 16/17 affiliated groups within the village of Hardwick.  

New groups which have become affiliated recently are Pippin’s and Hardwick 

Happenings and HSSC are interested in becoming affiliated too.  Over the years 

it has been very active but latterly, not so. We are happy to accept suggestions 

of ways to raise the profile of the Community Association.  We now meet twice 

a year, in March and September, in the Community Room, to discuss items of 

interest and matters which will benefit and enhance the village. 

 

Officers for 2015/2016 

President  Anne Jones 

Chairman  Ruth French 

Vice Chairman  Alan West 

Treasurer   Claire Arber 

Secretary This role will be taken by a different representative each 

meeting 

 

Affiliated Groups 

Hardwick WI 

Hardwick Evangelical Church 

Hardwick Guides 

3rd Hardwick Brownies 

Parent and Toddlers 

Hardwick Scouts 

3.15 Club 

Pippin’s 

Hardwick Pre-School 

Hardwick Happenings 

Youth Club 

Dragon Fencing Club 

Bourn Players 

St Mary’s Church 

Hardwick Parish Council 

Hardwick Football Club 

Hardwick Sports & Social Club (TBC) 



 

 

The Community room was refurbished during 2013/4 as part of the drive to 

make it a more inviting space for Pippin’s Community Café.  We instigated a 

Community Room User Group in order to ensure it met the needs of the range of 

groups that use the room and its shared use but sadly it was attended by so few 

people it was decided to disband the group.  We would like to encourage local 

groups to see this room as a space they can use and enjoy.  
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Legal name & status: Hardwick Sports & Social Club Ltd – IPS 29242R 

 

Hardwick Sports and Social Club Limited (the Club) was registered as a limited company under the Industrial 

and Provident Societies Act 1965 on 25th June 2001 and operates under approved registered Club rules. 

 

The Club operates as a co-operative for the benefit of its members.  The Club rules do not allow any 

distribution of profits, or assets on a winding up to be made to the members.   

 

The Club complies with the legal requirements of the IPS registration, publishes annual accounts presented to 

and approved by its members and makes an annual return to the Financial Services Conduct  Authority. 

 

Lease: 

 

The Club occupies the Pavilion under the terms of a 10 year lease from Hardwick Parish Council, negotiated 

with and signed by both parties on 15th May 2014. We previously held a lease under which a peppercorn rent 

of £1 per annum was payable but we now pay rent  assessed at a commercial market value with an agreed rent 

review and break clauses. 

 

Additionally the Club now meets the running costs of the Pavilion (including dressing rooms & toilets) and 

demise as defined within the lease and registered plan. 

 

Licences: 

 

The Club is licensed to sell alcohol and has a Club Registration Certificate which permits sale of alcohol within 

the club until to 2am on special occasions and other events as determined by the management committee.  

 

The Club is licensed for the preparation and sale of food and the Club Manager and other members of  staff are 

trained and hold the appropriate food preparation & hygiene certificates. 

 

The Club holds all necessary licences for TV & music broadcast including a public performance & copyright 

licences issued by the Performing Rights Society for public broadcast of music (live & recorded), digital, 

recorded and  satellite TV which is displayed in the Club on multiple Plasma displays. 

 

Any profits generated in the operation of the licensed premises are re-invested in the Club for the benefit of its 

members. 

 

Management 

 

The Club is run by its officers and management committee who are elected annually by the membership 

holders. 

The Committee meets on the third Monday of each month. 
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Membership: 

 

As a licensed premises operating under a Club Registration Certificate and as an IPS, it is a requirement that 

persons over 18 become a member to comply.  In order to become a club member an individual must be 

proposed and seconded by existing Club members, new member pay a subscription fee currently £10 per 

annum (£5 renewal before the 28th of February) or alternatively Life membership is available on payment of 

£75.  

 

Applications for membership are considered each calendar month at the meeting of the Management 

Committee. 

 

Most of our members live in Hardwick with an increasing number coming from adjoining villages as a result of 

attending events and other activities held within the premises . 

 The Club encourages as wide a membership as is possible and the members living outside of a 5 mile radius of 

the Club usually have familial links to Hardwick and the proximate villages.   

 

As at the time of preparation of this report  13/05/2016 the Club membership system is undergoing 

modernisation.  In the past year there has been a small decline overall, however the new system will enable to 

club to widen its membership ability,  make application smoother, and this is likely to increase by year end 

2016 as members associated with the Cricket & Football Clubs rejoin as their new seasons get underway.  

 

Activities 

 

The Club supports sporting and other activities in the village including making financial contributions to local 

community activities and charities nominated by members and approved by the management committee. 

 

In the past year we have contributed to: 

 

Hardwick Football Club 

Hardwick Harriers Football club 

Hardwick & Caldecote Cricket Club – providing new cricket balls 

Hardwick Doctors car service – providing a donation to purchase aids to get in and out of cars 

Macmillan Cancer care – supporting and donating to a charity evening which raised over £1500 

Ongoing donation boxes for guide dogs for the blind and the lifeboat association 

Donation to Santa’s chosen charity after the children’s Christmas party 

 

The Club opens 5pm each evening Mon – Thursday, 4pm on Fridays and from midday at weekends.   

 

HSSC has a Cribbage team, 2 x 9 ball Pool teams, a Darts Team and the Hardwick Friendship Club has a free let 

and meets every Wednesday afternoon from 2pm.  

The Women’s institute also ran a darts team from the premises. 

The County Darts team bases itself from HSSC starting this year.  
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The Club currently has one computer with fast internet and Wi-Fi access provided by South Cambridgeshire 

District Council and managed by Hardwick Parish Council. The computers are used extensively by members, 

members’ children and other villagers.  

Following donation a playstation has been installed along with a selection of toys for all ages. 

 

 

 

Improvements 2015/2016 

 

The Club has had extensive refurbishment internally over the past year with full redecoration and new 

furniture. 

This has greatly updated the environment making it a smart and pleasurable venue. 

 

Recent improvements have been made to the covered entrance area by the Parish Council and we are in the 

process of replenishing the planters and purchasing hanging baskets for the exterior. 

 

Staff 

 

Jerry Burford was appointed as Club Manager in 2014 which has proved a success.  Jerry works alongside 

myself and the committee and is a popular member of the community.   Our staff are all local residents who 

are friendly and welcome and serve our members and their guests. 

Recent staff changes have meant we have said goodbye temporarily to Rachel Rason who is travelling to India 

to volunteer teach.  The club has supported this venture with a £500 donation. 

 

We believe that HSSC provides a warm welcome to its members and everyone who attends. 

We pride ourselves on the diverse age groups that use the facilities and the rapport between ourselves and 

external groups. 

For all of us, it’s great to see on any given day of the week, our members socialising, chatting with friends, 

reading the newspaper, playing indoor sports or just enjoying a drink watching the television.  

 Which they can now request in a special Hardwick Sports and Social Club glass!! 

 

We hope this is also the opinion of The Parish Council and its members. 

 

 

 

Janie Ward - Club Secretary 

On behalf of Hardwick Sports & Social Club Management Committee  

 

13th May 2016 



Hardwick W.I. 2015/2016 

 

Hardwick W.I. meets on the third Wednesday of the month in the Community 

Room at 7.45pm. We have a membership of approximately 25 ladies of varying 

ages.  Throughout the year we have had a variety of speakers to suit different 

interests.  

2015 

April: ‘The Shop Girls’ by Ellee Seymour 

May: ‘National Trust Properties in East Anglia’ by Veronica Bennett 

June: ‘British Language Signing’ by Jane Kennedy 

July: ‘How to relate to other people’ by Sallie Crawlie 

August: Summer event - Golf at Bourn Golf Club 

September: ‘Glimpses of Old Cambridge’ by Honor Ridout 

October: ‘Trials & Tribulations of Research in a Tropical Rainforest’ by Ed 

Turner 

November: ‘Rajahstan India’ by Colin Kirtland 

December: Christmas celebration 

2016 

January: New Year Social – meal cooked by the committee 

February: ‘What colour & style should I wear?’ by Luanne Hill 

March: Annual Meeting, elections 

April: ‘Tales of a Wimbledon Umpire’ by Alan Gray 

 

We have a very thriving ‘Dining out’ group, visiting local restaurants and a 

successful darts team. This year we are introducing other groups such as a 

walking group, a Crafty Natter group, a Theatre Club and a Book Club.  

During the course of the year we have been Ten Pin Bowling, visited the 

American Cemetery followed by afternoon tea at Coton Orchard, a visit to the 

pantomime and a visit to Corpus Christi gardens followed by a meal at Zizzi’s.  

To raise funds to pay for speakers we organised a Car Boot Sale at the school 

and a Produce Stall on the green in front of the school, which is to be repeated 

again this year on June 4th.  

We supported the village carnival with our bottle tombola and the Christmas 

Bazaar with a hamper raffle.  

Hardwick W.I. were the instigators of the village clean-up ‘Clean for the Queen’ 

to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.  

 

2015 was a very special year for the National Federation of W.I. as we 

celebrated 100 years and many extra events were organised. Our President, 

Anne was delighted to represent Hardwick at the Royal Garden Party at 

Buckingham Palace in June and some of us attended the Centenary Dinner at 



Girton College. An evening with Michael Portillo was one of the highlights of the 

celebrations. The final event to celebrate the Centenary was the unveiling of 

the plaque on the village sign which was attended by many of our members. This 

was followed by coffee & cake at our President’s house. 

 

We are a group of friendly ladies and would welcome new members to our W.I. 

If interested, please contact the President, Anne Jones on 01954 211417, 

jeffandanne23@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:jeffandanne23@gmail.com





































